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SUMMARY 

This paper presents the low efficiency operation in busy airports caused by lack of the final 
speed control regulation. Also recommended that ICAO can regulate the speed control 
operation on short final, particularly for busy airports. 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 With the increase of flights, the traffic capacity of East China is reaching saturation; 
therefore China is considering how to improve the efficiency in these busy airports.  Based on 
feedback from both pilots and controllers, more departure flights need to spend extra time waiting 
for arrival landing flights, so the departure delays become exacerbated. 

2. DISCUSSION 

2.1 Normally, pilots will intercept ILS according to ATC instruction.  When established 
on the localizer, pilots will adjust the approach speed until landing based on their own discretion, 
if there’s no specific requirement. This action will probably affect the horizontal spacing which 
was provided by Approach controller few minutes before. Considering that the tower controller 
cannot issue the lineup instruction for departure flight, if the spacing is less than 6 miles, it will 
affect the departure plan, and result in lower operating efficiency and flight delays. For the purpose 
of safety, the approach controller has to provide extra separation for landing traffic. This is an 
example for the disorderly speed control: 

 



ATM/SG/3−WP12 
03-07/08/2015 

2 

2.2 But in London Heathrow, they have this special rule: 

 

2.3 This speed restriction does have a good effect. All the flights on final will strictly 
maintain the enough separation provided by ATC. Even 2 B747 flights can follow on the final with 
only 2.5 miles separated from each other. 

2.4 But when we want to write this rule in our AIP, some airlines put forward: This rule is 
contradictory to items of their company's operation manual.  The company requires their pilots to 
establish full landing configuration above 1000 feet on the short final. Even some airliners over 
1500 feet! 

2.5 This makes us feel very troubled. We hope this can be explained by ICAO. So 
airliners can carry out more effectively. 

2.6 Whether we can make a research to regulate the final speed control rules for busy 
airports in order to protect the spacing on short final.  

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 

The meeting is invited to: analyze the necessity of this sort of research. 
 

…………………………. 
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